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INTRODUGTION

Y

Tue Feur Smpuis

There are four worls with the word “Siddki’
affixed 1o their title, each clanming to represent the
genmne Vedannc system of Advaita taught m the
Upanishads  OF these the Brakma Siddh: of Mandana
Mis'ra represents an extinct school which taught that
the repeated conjomed practice (®g=a} of Karma
or Vedic ritual and contemplation of Vedantic know
ledge, 15 necessary for the final duspelling of ignorance
and realization of Advarta The Nawshkarmya-Siddhs
of Suresvara 13 the work now published The third
1s the Iite Siddh of Vimultatman which represents
a type of Post Sankara sub school which revives a
more anclent system positing a potential Avidya or
Mzyz as the materral cause of the mamfold world
And the Adpaua Stddhr of Madhusudana 15 a work
devoted 1o the defence of Adsaita m general agamst
the charges put forward by the Nyayar tz a polemical
work of Madhva Dvaita

Who was SURESVARA ?

Surevvaracarya 13 the author of the Nashkarmya-
Suddkz  The only hustorical facts that are ascertainable
as mdubitable are those recorded by the author
himsell  He was the immediate desaiple of Saskara
{4-74) and wrote this work as commissioned by his
Guru (1 3) He has also wntten the Vastikas on the
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Tattinga Bhashya (Tar Bh V 3 90, 91) and on the
Brhadaranyaka Viitr (or Bhashya) of Sarkara whase
numerous desciples were far famed and dispelled the
mental darkness of students of Vedanta from the most
distant North to the most distant South (Br Bh V
6-5-24, 25)

The legendary accounts of Sure“vara as detaifed
mn the vanous Swakara Digryayas are hardly worth-
beheving  In the Sanscrit Introduction I have stated
my reasons for rejeching the identity of Mandasa and
Suresvara  The authots of the Pyayas are so recent,
that there 1s no reason whatever why oae should attach
any weight to these flights of fancy

Apart from this, however, there 15 2 more sertous
question to be considered It will be observed that
Suresvara has written tus precious Partikas only on
the Talttirya and the B kadures yake  Beyound refer
nog to two Suras of Badarayasa oz his prefatory
note (gedife) on T 91, he does not make 2 smgle
reference exther to the Satras or the § tra Bhaskye
even n his magnum opus, the Brkadarenyaka Bl eshya
V rtika Why 5 tius® Is there any sigmficance m
this preference to the Briedzranyake ?> OF course
we need not attach any mmportance to the story grven
1n Madhava’s account of the affar, that Suretvam
was prevented from writing a Varfika or critical com
mentary on the Sutrz Bhishye owing to the Jezlonsy
of fellow desciples  But there seems to be much more
than s 1mplied m Madhava’s account; for, an
occasional clash ako 15 m evidence between the two
Bhashyas on certain Vedanuc tenets —

(1) @ @} T=WRAT 63 va W Tw e



9

qrfdm Aerign g ssafma , s@ ganeat o
BrBh 1513 p 7021

(?) winam g vGuRamgfent « gl 1 Br B4y
1322 p 640

(2) ‘a9 q@ wm isaa | gl R ealfwmelr
@ sEuly ¢ 893t 1| azm Hicd
Ry q Rt | waEs g
AAAAMA KAl FRNATRAFEIRT  TgranMaTIy St
gfr wzafs Reafa < u Br Bh 4 4-3, p 912

Here 1t 15 stated m so many words that the Praras
or argans of sease are z2ll pervading, and that they
function 1n particular bodies of Jivas in accordance
with their £arma (action) and Bhavenr (train of
thought and feehngs)

But m the §.tre-Bhashya, we have an express
repudiation of this doctrine —

(1) wx megva Egrabicforelt & @1 gramfioar
germ (1) calal sany wrady grawRadY sRam,
gfrmar wafa, () Tredmmdr glhenman wafy,

Raam qal gammdsar | ghldag o

S§Bh 311, p 325

(2) sdammaR glaewe afegd =il a0 ohh.
s v 1 zgg 7 amfk - gfw, wazy -
wdt A gwwag, Ak R - g oot enfaaera
Rufivn s awmeg gEmr QRRITE aov geavagena o

SBh 2-4-7, p Q12
1 The page numbers refer to the ‘ML’ (Fhe Ten
Upamshads} published by the Vamvalasa Sanskrat Book
Depot, Banaras
2 The page numbers refer to the Bhashya Text only
of the Brobra-Salrar, published by the Narnaya Sogara FPress
Bombay
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It will be seen from the first excerpt th?t the
doctrine of the sense-organs beginning to function in
the new body, is despised here as the product of the
human mind (gesafawrn:) along with some other
teachings which are all considered by the author of
the Satra-Bhashya as opposed to the Sruti (afRiaT),
whereas in the second extract we have the express
statement that the organs are both subtle and limited
(g aRkfemm) in opposition to the view of the
Brhadaranyaka-Bhashya, With regard to the idea that
the organs function only in the particular body while
they remain all-pervading, it is maintained that this
supposition is needless, since the functioning alone
might be taken to be the organ of sense itself. The
remark in the Upaniskad-Bhashya ‘gt ¢ Remd ' (g a1
3-1-33) that *it is no self-contradiction to hold that
the senses only function in the particular body’ would
scem to imply that some Vedantins regarded this view
as opposed to the all-pervading nature of the Pranas,
or that it was opposed to the Vedantic tradition.

Are we to suppose in these circumstances that the
Brhadarayyaka Bhashya is from the pen of an anthor
different from the writer of the Sitra-Bhashya? We
have to remember that this slight difference of opinion
is no wise harmful to the main doctrine of Saskara’s
Vedanta, It i3 not improbable that both the views
regarding the Prianas were maintained by Vedantins
belonging to Saskara’s tradition, and that they were
both recorded by that teacher. At the same time,
it is impossible to ignore the scoffing observation made
by the author of the Sutra-Bhashya that the other view
is only a fancy of the human mind (gemRwar: ®egm).
Surely one cannot be expected to deride onesclf that
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way It seems to be necessary to study both the
Bhashyas more deeply 1n order to see 1f there are any
more noticeable differences n style or thought

I have noticed ane peculiarity of style in the Brhs
daranyaka Bhashya which 1s conspicuous by its absence
wn the Stra Bhaskya Students of Sankara-Bhashyas
are quite famihiar with a mannensm that obtrudes
atself an the attention of the reader every now and
then The Bhashyahara 1s fond of expressing an idea
1 an aphonstic phrase or sentence and subsecquently
C‘pa(ld“\g s meaning 1m onc or more sentences But
a specit) feature that 1s common only to the Bhiashyas
an the B hadarayyaka and the Taatirnia s that short
sentences expressing prime facte views ending wich the
parucle 39 (1f) and closing explanatory sentences also
with another 3q (1), 1s to be met with 1 no Bhashya
other than that on the two Upamshad-Bhashyas
A few extracts may be adduced here wm illustration
of this —

(1) nrgtfda gf A ol W ~ e Ay,
g el g wawne @ afk Roterm 7, C ol ada Y

gerrydin 9 @7 @ gR /L 0 Tar Bh 141 p 277
(2) TR iﬁl 31 ‘EmgmRat 3R farw
¥T FY amEwRUa G wmEd gfy A "

Tat Bh 26 p 300

(3) Prerieniiten mraTa age € 3g 1 Rk
qamfant aabemm e, wreTarats® anEsd agey,
RorunBaidn aohewa g gR S o
Br Bk 121, g 614

{4) smfagmafy $Rarmgry gk v wfa & aw
ffs sl sRaEnR 0 aren askzzcakaals
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amgey , AFFmadE | oW WwgE @ oarw
ssaf gfa ¥ w Br Bh 21-15 p 724, .

Both the Upanishad-Bhashyas literally teem with
such 1nstances, but not even once do we see such
ausage m the Sulra Bhasfiys or any other Bhashya
for that matter * The Vartikas on both of these
Bhashyas have mcorporated some slokas of the
Naoshkarmpa Siddh, and both of them contain citations
from the Upadesa Sahasri*  This fact may also
nduce one to conclude or at least conjecture that
the Brhadaranyaka-Bhashya was perhaps wrtten by
some Sackaracarya other than the author of the § #ra
Bhashya Inthe hist of the succesion of the Gurus that
occupied the pontifical seat 1n the Conjtvaram Mutt,
there occurs the name of one ‘Dlura-Sankara’ or
‘Abhinava-Sackara’ (the thirty sixth Guru 1n the list)
the account of whose life 1 saxd to correspond with
that of Adya Sackara as narrated n the Sa korendra-
Vyaya Vilasa of Vakpati Bhatta of Cashmere Leaving
a margin for the differences 1n the vanious biographies
of Sankara, there 15 sull a possibility that there may
have flourished two different Sankaras whosenames are
connected with the Brhadara yaka andthe § tra Bhashya
Research scholars alone have to decide the question
of their identity after a thorough study of the texts and
the differences of teachmg if any Whether or not
Suresvara was the desciple of Sutra Bhashyakara also

will remain an open question tdl then

1  There1s, however one solitary instance 1n the Gitg
Bhashya 6-1

2 Thavenot discussed the authorship of the Panch
karana Vartika and the Manasolidsa for the obvious reason

that scholars are not unamimous in ascribing these to
buresvara
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WaAT poEs NasHkarMya Smpui SioNiey ?

Misled by the hteral meanming of the word
Natsikarmya Siddht” some have taken 1t to be a
manual devoted to the condemnation of mtual as
agamst Vedantic knowledge The term 1tself occurs
m the Bhagazvmlgxla (18—19) where Bhagavan Sn
Krishna says (% Loy & v) “One
attains the hlghest ‘ N'ushkarmya Siddh1’ by means
of Sannyasa ® Nobody can accuse the Gita of bemng
partial to the order of Sannyasa as agamst ritual
Indeed m another place St Krshwa emphatically
asserts that no one can attamn Nawshlarmya merely by
non-performance of Karma and that no one can attain
Siddh through mere Sannyasa (G 3 4) Saopkara there-
fore explains that Nashkarmya $iddhi 15 the perfect
state of one who has transcended ail karmas through
the knowledge of the Brahma.Atman (the Highest
Self), or immediate Release which 15 the same as
reaching one’s own essential nature as the self above
all action , and that Sernyasa is the nght wmtustion
of the Self or renunciation of all action as a conse-
quence of that mntmtion

As for Sureyvara humself, the term 1s a synonym,
for right mtuition (gmammg ) arising from the teaching
of the Vedannc texts bke ¢That thou art’ {awafy),
which 1s the only means of wipmg out gnorance (stama)
of the Self He not only sets forth this as the primary
object of his undertaking the work m the prose Intro-
duction at the commencement, but re iterates the 1dea
at the beginning of each chapter  That thus reahiza-
ti0m mevitably takes the enlightened one beyond the
sphere of action 15 placed beyond all doubt when the
anthor says (4-1) that © this knowledge does not cast
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even a side glance as engag mord e from
(7 w3 B a Fzdmf @l 4-1) religious works’
The mam theme of this short work 15 the mterpreta
tion of the Vedantic Text * Tat tvam as:’ (that thou
art) as conductve to the extinction of Audyz whichis
the basic cause of all ev1l and the sole impediment to
the attainment of one’s own nherent bhissful nature
It 15 this blotting out of 1gnorance by right knowledge
of the teaching of the Vedanuc text that constitutes
quintessence of all Vedantic teaching, and mduces
the author to describe his work as s@dzr-aqnang ‘ An
epitome of the central teaching of all the Vedantas®

ANCIENT SCIIOOLS AIMING AT ADVAITA

Sankara’s was not the only school that taught the
ulttmate unity of the mndvidual self and Brahman or
the Unversal Self  Side by side with the tradinonal
school of Sackara there flourished many other schools
that acquiesced m such umty A number of such
schools are referred to 1n the Brhadaranyaka-Bhashya
Varttka 1 have enumerated some of them in my
Vedanta Prakriya Pratyabhyse  Tor the present, how-
ever, we shall take notice of only such systems as have
been examined and refuted m the Nawshkarmya Siddhe

(1) One school maintained that Mukti or
final release can be attamed by the observance of
obhgatory karmas to the exclusion of Kamya and
Nishiddha karmas which entarl the experience of
pleasure and pain respectively 1n a future birth This
would result in Maksha or release, in which state one
would rest 1n his own true nature (merrramng )

1 The above view 13 advanced and refuted 1n the

Tatttsriga Bhaskya (Tar Bh p 208} 1n the Gitg Bhashya (GBh
P 290) and 10 the Sutra Bhashya [SBh 4-3 14 p 4Y9) also
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{2) There were sorme schools which admitted that
there may be Jaaaa also 1 conjunction with rehigious
work as the means to AMeksha  ‘Fiang’ 1 this case 1s
perhaps only meditation

(3) In the course of the discussion of the Samue
cayavada ( conjunction of knowledge aud work) we
have also the confutation of the system of Bhasf -
Prapaica who held that Brahman was both Dvaitc
and Advaitic an 1ts nature (1-68 to 1-78)

(#) Another school 1s barely mentioned m passing
It supposed that by mjunctions like ‘eiaganfia’ and
‘amr a1 5i¢ gosq *, the seeker 1s directed to perform an
action ( fdftmswetad ) This system Scems to be ahin
to that of the Vrttikara repeated 1n the second Famaka
of the § tra-Bhoshya on 1-I-4 This views 1s sumamarily
dismissed by a remark that Atma Fiana 1s not purushe
tantra (dependent on the will of a person) 1-88

It should be noted that while the first chapter 1s
mostly devoted to the refutatton of rival schools partial
to religious works as means to release, 1t also demon
strates thatall actions whether secular or Vedic 15 moti-
vated by selfish desires springing from ignorance (1-29,
30) and also that night knowledge of Atman does not
depend on any means of knowledge, for the nature of
the unity of Atman s atsclf of the nature of intmtion
(Terrasm @a cngwaaneea 1 89) and self estabhished
(@afrg) Hence 1t can be reahsed only through the

Vedantic Text These twopomnts are developed n
the subsequent chapters

THREE ANCIENT INTERPRETATIONS OF TAT-TvAM Ast

There are three more ancient systems refuted i
the Nawhkormya Siddhr Thew distingmishing feature



16

1s that, unlike the other systems mentioned above,
they all acquiesce m the necessity of reflection on the
meaning of the texts hke Tattiamas for effective
eradication of Avidya but do not agree with Saskara’s
tradition when he msists that ignorance is removed
ance for all simultaneously with the dawn of know-
ledge of the meaning of the Vedantic text  We shail
therefore enumerate them 1n order before we close the
discusston of ancient Advaitic schools

(5) The first of these three Vrttikaras holds that
the 1mmechate knowledge of the meaning of the
Vedantic text, cannot dispel 1gnorance, but only by
the accumulated saturation of the mmnd with this
thought by means of prolonged meditation ( wg-agh
Fflam sRARRaE Y wRdigTa ) 1s 1t removed without
aresidue

This doctrine of the injunction of Brahman by
means of continued meditation 1s attributed to Brahma
datta by a certain commentator on Nawshkarmya-
Stddh:, on what authornty we are not told

(6 The second school held that the knowledge
artsing from the text, can only be something which 1s
a combination of inter related concepts (ReniwTawT ),
and therefore the mtuttion of the non relational
meffable (war#am) umty of Atman can only accrue to
the aspirant after a continued meditation of the
onginal thought produced by listening to the Vedantic
Text (1 67

This 15 one of the three prama facte views refuted
by Suresvara m Ius Bhadararyaka Bhashya-Vartka
It1s there attnibuted by Anandajsana to Mandana
and Tvs followers (Br V 4 4 796) But i the Tika
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on Sambandka Vartika 797, the same snandajsana
ascribes this Jaanabhyssa doctrine to Brahmadatta
and others ¢ Moreover, we hnow that Mandana as a
matter of fict mamtamed that no njunction 1s neces-
sary for the prictice of tlis meditation, since there
are mstances 1n ordinary Iife of the repetition of
Lnowledge gning mse to correct hnowledge (wmiw
qEmaRE @iemELERRgn @6 ~ Brakma Siddhi, p 15%)
Hence he could not have belonged to the school of
Vedantins referred to by Surcsvara i connection with
the “tnjunction” of meditation supposed to be mmplied
1n the Stutt * B s g5ia” (after understanding the
meanmg of \edanta a brahmaga should try to make
his knowledge direct)

(7) The thid and the last view rejected by
Suredvara mn the Stddhs, 1s that of Prasa khyana While
the Prasackhyana School agrees with the two other
v1eus enunciated above m msisting on an injunction
which demands a repeated practice of meditation of
the 1dea comveyed by the Vedantic teat ‘Tattvam
ast’, 1t 1s important to note that 1t 1s not a Sumuccaya
¢ din, for its disunctive doctrine 1s that the asprrang
should renounce ail harmas before undertaking the
practice {3 126)  This school also fears that even
night koowledge produced by Vedantic teaching may
be sublated by ncorrect hnowledge (WaIR waam
ik S £\ 138) This 15
endorsed by the Upade @ Sakasrt also when 1t makes the
Prasa Myanac din sav ¢ Surely sensuous perception and
the deep rooted impression of duality, may do away
with the hnowledge now got from listenmg to the
Srun, and one may be lured outward by mental
deficiencies (wxefim @ Ramasat R4 YA ¢ TR0 T TEEFRT
zrzaA I 0T 1< 13}

3
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Scholars have not associated any paiticular name
with this school of Vedantins  Among thé commen-
tators on Sutra Bhadtva, Vacaspat) Midra may be
considered to be a followér of a modified form of
Prasankhyanavada tht certain' respects *

SURESVARA’S INTERPRETATION OF THE VEDANTIC TraT
PREPARATORY STEP |

In perfect contrast with all aorher schools of
Vedanta, Suresvara’s holds that the Vedinta Vakya
teacting the unity of Atman, 15 the only means of
obliterating all Avidya  If one does not realize the
meanmg of Tativamest (That thou arl) even on
having been taught by the Sruty, 1t 15 only because he
has not understood the meaming of the woérd *thou’
Hence the second chapter s devoted to the way of
diserpminating its meaning (2-13 - Two types of dis
crimination {mwfﬁi? conconimitance of continuahce
and exclusion), are serviceable in arniving at the entity
denoted by the word ‘Thou” The self ad the seer
contiues, or peréists throughout while the non self as
the seen 15 excluded at some stage , this 15 Ci ]
wmfits type, where 77 (seer) 1s the knower and all the
restisqa (the seen)  After we have gone through thus
first stage of discrimination (1 19 to 2 57), we ake up
the next one, viz, the sclf as witness and the rest a5
the witnessed (2 58 to 2 83) subject to appearane
and disappearance (3 54))  This two fold discrim
nation, however, as the author warns (2-97) must be
taken to fast only 30 long as the nature of the self 1s

1 Compare for amstance his sub.
. commentary on
Saskara Bhashya (4 1 2) where he o dently dlfftrsyﬁom
the former
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not realized.  And this realization dawns only when

the teaching of the text < That thou art is intuited,

Suresvara’s INTERPRETATION OF THE VEDANTIC TEXT
Tue EQUATION OF, THE TERMS IN THE Psorosrrion

Suresvara draws our attention to three steps (3-3)
in the interpretation of the proposition which eguates
‘Thou with “That’,

1

(1) The terms are in appnsm(m (smmfRsray ).

(2) The selves denated by thein qualify ane
another; that'is to say, they have to be understood
in such a way that neither affects the nature of
the other (Rémwidem). _And )

(3) Therefore the cxtraneous meanings that
may be ‘iavolved in the two terms, are to be
taken out so that the whole proposition may
represent a real identity (ssawgmw.).

It 15 clear that on as::cn:ﬁning the true meaning
of “thou’ by the method of continuance and exclusion
already explained at length, the import of the propo-
sition culminates in inducing the intuition of the
unity of bath the selves and we realize that there is
no contradiction whatever, when we see that the
individual self denoted by ‘thau’ is really beyond all
defects of Samsara and that the Brahman denoted by
‘that’ is really the very self 1mmed|ately prcsent (3-10).
Only, the indiwcatory meaning of the term ‘thou’ is to
be faken, just as we do when we say that the snake is
really the rope for which it, was mistaken (3-27).
s+ The sum and subsr:mcc of Lh¢ process ofmter-’
- pretation is this 2 The term ‘l:hou is taken & lndlcatc
the witnessing Self ta the exclusion of appearances that
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may be implied by the express and primary meaning

And the term “That’ 15 also taken to mndicate the
mmost Self only to the exclusion of all other possible
meanings that may be implied by that word (3 23,
24) The reason for this procedure 1s the collocation of
the terms and the mutual relation of the entities that
are meant The steps of interpretation and the exactly
principles mvolved, have been explained at great length
in the course of the commentary and the student 15
recommended to go through the details m order to

understand thy, part of exposition with the care which
it deserves

THe ProrosrTion TAT TvAM AsK

‘ Tat ram ast” as we all know 1s only a represen
tative of the class of propositions called Maha Vihyas
(grand propositions) which convey the tdea of 1dentity
of the indwvidual self and the Supreme Self The
name 1tself never occurs exther in Sure<vara s work or
1n Sankara’s Bhashyas  Thev are so named probably
because the Advaimns think that they contain the
main purport of all Upanishadic teaching towit, the
identsty of the individual and the Absolute Self It 1s
surpnsing that Sure-vara follows the Upadésa Sahasre
exclustvely in choosing his method of interpreting these
propositions, a method to be seen 1 no other classical
work ascnibed to Yashara Nerther inthe § tra Bhishye
nor even 1n the Brkadaraysaka do we find any approvi
mation to the elaborate manner he has adopted 1n
explaining the import of these Vedantic Texts Of
course the mtninsic value of the interpretation hies n
the appeal made to the unnersal mtntion of the Self,
and the two specific types of Amaya and Vsatireha
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adopted 1n the Upanishads Why the empinical mode
of reasoning (3 47 to 50) or even the Vedic reasoning
of wransafids (contmuance and exclusion} for that
matter (3 57, 113, 4 15, 16} 1s nat capable of delivering
the goods with regard to the knowledge or muntion
of the umty of the Self, has been explamed inthe
Nawshkarmya Siddht 1n the most sublime manrer

Vipva AND AvIDYA

Vidys ursiug from the understanding of the
meamng of the Vedannc text and the dndyu to be
eradicated by 1, are quitc unlihe empirical knowledge
and error  While 4uidy 1s the sole cause of all ewil
and Vidy 15 the only means of desiroying i, this
distinction of 1gnorance and 1ts sublation, 1s onlv 1
device for the purposc of teaching  From the highest
pomt of view, there 1s nenher ignorance 10 be burnt
up nor knowledge that has got to be newly acquired
The destruction of 1gnorance by Lnowledge 1s no event
m time or place, for the latter are merely the product
of 1gnorance (4-58)

There 1s a seeming pomnt of divergence between
Sackara and Suresvara with regard to the emphasis to
be latd on the privative aspect_of Avidya as contrast
ed with its projective aspect  Sometimes the authors
pbraseology “ s Tikely to be mustaiken to be m

favour of the theory of the Milsiidia or positive
ontological *basic ignorance’ so prommently brought
forward by the Paicapidika and other Post Sankara
Advaitins It 15 to explamn all such apparent
discrepancies and clucidate all obscurities m the
Siddhs that I have ventured to attempt a new com-
mentary on the work 1 would fam hope that the




22

tide Klesapaharii (remover of all difficuldies) is no
mere boast 1 have tried to justify my claim in this
respect by appealmg to unnersal intuition as well a5
to the Variika and the Upades a-Sahastt whenever I have
had to make a departure from the older commentary
in clarifying the knotty points of the onginal

Tie INDEXES NOW ADDED

Besides the index of slskas, T have affixed a
subject-Index of the important words also 1 order to
assist the reader 1n noting and comparing the impor-
tant points of the Vedantic doctrines re-iterated by
the author 1 different garbs suited to the several
contexts Indexes of the Vartika-slokas and Upadesa-
Sukasrt which I have relied upon, have been also
appended for the ready reference of the eritical reader
who would be inclined to make 2 deeper study of the
Stddh: 1n the hight of those source-books

Covcrusion

The MNatshkarmya-Siddhy occupies an important
place among the Vedantic works professing to explain
Sackara’s teaching While the Pawapadika and the
Bhamatr try to wnterpret Sackara's system cach m s
own way, Surc’vara’s work has the advantage of being
the production of an immediate desciple of Saskara,
who presents the central doctrine of the latter's Vedanta
in alf ats essential aspects and contrasts it with contem-
porary systems  In the course of the discussion, 1t is
worthy of note that he refers to (1) the self established
nature of Atman as unchanging Pure Consciousness ;
(2) 1gnorance as the only obstacle to the Lnowledge
of stman; (3 the mutual super-impasition of the
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sclf and the non-self in consequence of ignorance only;
{4) the distinction of the means of right knowledge
and their objects, no lessthan the distinction of action,
means of action, and the result of action, as merly the
figment of Avidya or ignorance; (5) the enquiry
into the nature of Brahman {mefszm) as a $astra
distinct and different from the enquiry into the nature
of religious works (gdfrzrm) 5 (6) the Vedantic texts
like Tat toam asi bemg the means of right hnowledge
solely because of their efficiency in removing igno-
rance ; and (7) absence of anything to be done for
one who has gained the supra-rational intuition of the
self understanding through the right meaning of the
texts. The ruggedness of style and the occasional
grammatical and metrical difficulties that crop up, can
never deter 2 student of genuine Vedantic seeking for
immediate intuition of Reality from appreciating the
beauty of this rare brilliant of a Vedantic com-
pendium.

Holenarsipur, SATCRIDAHAYDENDRA SARASWATI
January, 1968,
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